Town of Huntsville Official Plan
Appendix 9
Glossary of Terms
For the purposes of the Official Plan, the following definitions generally apply,
unless the specific context of the section requires a different interpretation.

Adjacent lands:
means those lands contiguous to a specific natural heritage feature or area
where it is likely that development or site alteration would have a negative impact
on the feature or area, or those lands contiguous to a protected heritage property
or as otherwise defined in the municipal official plan.
Adverse effects:
as defined in the Environmental Protection Act, means one or more of:
a. impairment of the quality of the natural environment for any use that can
be made of it;
b. injury or damage to property or plant or animal life;
c. harm or material discomfort to any person;
d. an adverse effect on the health of any person;
e. impairment of the safety of any person;
f. rendering any property or plant or animal life unfit for human use;
g. loss of enjoyment of normal use of property; and
h. interference with normal conduct of business.
Agricultural uses:
means the growing of crops, including nursery and horticultural crops; raising of
livestock; raising of other animals for food, fur or fibre, including poultry and fish;
aquaculture; apiaries; agro-forestry; maple syrup production; and associated onfarm buildings and structures, including accommodation for full-time farm labour
when the size and nature of the operation requires additional employment.
Archaeological resources:
includes artifacts, archaeological sites and marine archaeological sites. The
identification and evaluation of such resources are based upon archaeological
fieldwork undertaken in accordance with the Ontario Heritage Act.
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Areas of archaeological potential:
means areas with the likelihood to contain archaeological resources. Criteria for
determining archaeological potential are established by the Province, but
municipal approaches which achieve the same objectives may also be used.
Archaeological potential is confirmed through archaeological fieldwork
undertaken in accordance with the Ontario Heritage Act.
Areas of natural and scientific interest (ANSI):
means areas of land and water containing natural landscapes or features that
have been identified as having life science or earth science values related to
protection, scientific study or education.
Backshore:
Means a form of linear shoreline residential development, located along a
roadway, but not having direct frontage onto the waterbody.
Brownfield sites:
means undeveloped or previously developed properties that may be
contaminated. They are usually, but not exclusively, former industrial or
commercial properties that may be underutilized, derelict or vacant.
Built heritage resources:
means one or more significant buildings, structures, monuments, installations or
remains associated with architectural, cultural, social, political, economic or
military history and identified as being important to a community. These
resources may be identified through designation or heritage conservation
easement under the Ontario Heritage Act, or listed by local, provincial or federal
jurisdictions.
Character:
means the combination of qualities or features that distinguishes one group, or
thing from another.
Conserved:
means the identification, protection, use and/or management of cultural heritage
and archaeological resources in such a way that their heritage values, attributes
and integrity are retained. This may be addressed through a conservation plan or
heritage impact assessment.
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Development:
means the creation of a new lot, a change in land use, or the construction of
buildings and structures, requiring approval under the Planning Act, but does not
include:
a. activities that create or maintain infrastructure authorized under an
environmental assessment process;
b. works subject to the Drainage Act
Ecological function:
means the natural processes, products or services that living and non-living
environments provide or perform within or between species, ecosystems and
landscapes. These may include biological, physical and socio-economic
interactions.
Employment area:
means those areas designated in an official plan for clusters of business and
economic activities including, but not limited to, manufacturing, warehousing,
offices, and associated retail and ancillary facilities.
Endangered species:
means a species that is listed or categorized as an “Endangered Species” on the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources’ official species at risk list, as updated and
amended from time to time.
Environmental Impact Study: (To be defined)
Fish habitat:
as defined in the Fisheries Act, c. F-14, means spawning grounds and nursery,
rearing, food supply, and migration areas on which fish depend directly or
indirectly in order to carry out their life processes.
Flood fringe:
for river, stream and small inland lake systems, means the outer portion of the
flood plain between the floodway and the flooding hazard limit. Depths and
velocities of flooding are generally less severe in the flood fringe than those
experienced in the floodway.
Flood plain:
for river stream, and small inland lake systems, means the area, usually low
lands adjoining a watercourse, which has been or may be subject to flooding
hazards.
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Flooding hazard:
means the inundation of areas adjacent to a shoreline or a river or stream system
and not ordinarily covered by water:
Along river, stream and small inland lake systems, the flooding hazard limit is the
greater of:
1. the flood resulting from the rainfall actually experienced during a major storm
such as the Timmins storm (1961), transposed over a specific watershed and
combined with the local conditions, where evidence suggests that the storm
event could have potentially occurred over watersheds in the general area;
2. the one hundred year flood; and
3. a flood which is greater than 1. or 2. which was actually experienced in a
particular watershed or portion thereof as a result of ice jams and which has
been approved as the standard for that specific area by the Minister of
Natural Resources;
except where the use of the one hundred year flood or the actually
experienced event has been approved by the Minister of Natural Resources
as the standard for a specific watershed (where the past history of flooding
supports the lowering of the standard).
Individual on-site sewage services:
means individual, autonomous sewage disposal systems within the meaning of
s.8.1.2, O.Reg. 403/97, under the Building Code Act, 1992 that are owned,
operated and managed by the owner of the property upon which the system is
located.
Individual on-site water services:
means individual, autonomous water supply systems that are owned, operated
and managed by the owner of the property upon which the system is located.
Infrastructure:
means physical structures (facilities and corridors) that form the foundation for
development. Infrastructure includes: sewage and water systems, septage
treatment systems, waste management systems, electric power generation and
transmission, communications/telecommunications, transit and transportation
corridors and facilities, oil and gas pipelines and associated facilities.
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Intensification:
means the development of a property, site or area at a higher density than
currently exists through:
a. redevelopment, including the reuse of brownfield sites;
b. the development of vacant and/or underutilized lots within previously
developed areas;
c. infill development; and
d. the expansion or conversion of existing buildings.
Mineral aggregate operation: means
a. for lands not designated under the Aggregate Resources Act, established
pits and quarries that are not in contravention of municipal zoning by-laws
and including adjacent land under agreement with or owned by the
operator, to permit continuation of the operation; and
b. associated facilities used in extraction, transport, beneficiation,
processing or recycling of mineral aggregate resources and derived
products such as asphalt and concrete, or the production of secondary
related products.
Mineral aggregate resources:
means gravel, sand, clay, earth, shale, stone, limestone, dolostone, sandstone,
marble, granite, rock or other material prescribed under the Aggregate
Resources Act suitable for construction, industrial, manufacturing and
maintenance purposes but does not include metallic ores, asbestos, graphite,
kyanite, mica, nepheline syenite, salt, talc, wollastonite, mine tailings or other
material prescribed under the Mining Act.
Municipal sewage services:
means a sewage works within the meaning of Section 1 of the Ontario Water
Resources Act that is owned or operated by a municipality.
Municipal water services:
means a municipal drinking-water system within the meaning of Section 2 of the
Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002.
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Natural heritage features and areas:
means features and areas, including significant wetlands, significant coastal
wetlands, fish habitat, significant woodlands south and east of the Canadian
Shield, significant valleylands south and east of the Canadian Shield, significant
habitat of endangered species and threatened species, significant wildlife habitat,
and significant areas of natural and scientific interest, which are important for
their environmental and social values as a legacy of the natural landscapes of an
area.
Negative impacts:
means
a. degradation to the quality and quantity of water, sensitive surface water
features and sensitive ground water features, and their related hydrologic
functions, due to single, multiple or successive development or site
alteration activities;
b. in regard to fish habitat, the harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of
fish habitat, except where, in conjunction with the appropriate authorities,
it has been authorized under the Fisheries Act, using the guiding principle
of no net loss of productive capacity; and
c. in regard to other natural heritage features and areas, degradation that
threatens the health and integrity of the natural features or ecological
functions for which an area is identified due to single, multiple or
successive development or site alteration activities.
Redevelopment:
means the creation of new units, uses or lots on previously developed land in
existing communities, including brownfield sites.
Residential intensification:
means intensification of a property, site or area which results in a net increase in
residential units or accommodation and includes:
a. redevelopment, including the redevelopment of brownfield sites;
b. the development of vacant or underutilized lots within previously
developed areas;
c. infill development;
d. the conversion or expansion of existing industrial, commercial and
institutional buildings for residential use; and
e. the conversion or expansion of existing residential buildings to create new
residential units or accommodation, including accessory apartments,
secondary suites and rooming houses.
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Sensitive:
in regard to surface water features and ground water features, means areas that
are particularly susceptible to impacts from activities or events including, but not
limited to, water withdrawals, and additions of pollutants.
Sensitive land uses:
means buildings, amenity areas, or outdoor spaces where routine or normal
activities occurring at reasonably expected times would experience one or more
adverse effects from contaminant discharges generated by a nearby major
facility. Sensitive land uses may be a part of the natural or built environment.
Examples may include, but are not limited to: residences, day care centres, and
educational and health facilities.
Significant:
means
a. in regard to wetlands, coastal wetlands and areas of natural and scientific
interest, an area identified as provincially significant by the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources using evaluation procedures established by
the Province, as amended from time to time;
b. in regard to the habitat of endangered species and threatened species,
means the habitat, as approved by the Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources, that is necessary for the maintenance, survival, and/or the
recovery of naturally occurring or reintroduced populations of endangered
species or threatened species, and where those areas of occurrence are
occupied or habitually occupied by the species during all or any part(s) of
its life cycle;
c. in regard to woodlands, an area which is ecologically important in terms
of features such as species composition, age of trees and stand history;
functionally important due to its contribution to the broader landscape
because of its location, size or due to the amount of forest cover in the
planning area; or economically important due to site quality, species
composition, or past management history;
d. in regard to other features and areas in policy 2.1, ecologically important
in terms of features, functions, representation or amount, and contributing
to the quality and diversity of an identifiable geographic area or natural
heritage system;
e. in regard to mineral potential, means an area identified as provincially
significant through comprehensive studies prepared using evaluation
procedures established by the Province, as amended from time to time,
such as the Provincially Significant Mineral Potential Index;
f.

in regard to potential for petroleum resources, means an area identified
as provincially significant through comprehensive studies prepared using
evaluation procedures established by the Province, as amended from
time to time; and
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g. in regard to cultural heritage and archaeology, resources that are valued
for the important contribution they make to our understanding of the
history of a place, an event, or a people.
Site alteration:
means activities, such as grading, excavation and the placement of fill that would
change the landform and natural vegetative characteristics of a site.
Special needs:
means any housing, including dedicated facilities, in whole or in part, that is used
by people who have specific needs beyond economic needs, including but not
limited to, needs such as mobility requirements or support functions required for
daily living. Examples of special needs housing may include, but are not limited
to, housing for persons with disabilities such as physical, sensory or mental
health disabilities, and housing for the elderly.
Threatened species:
means a species that is listed or categorized as a “Threatened Species” on the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources’ official species at risk list, as updated and
amended from time to time.
Transportation systems:
means a system consisting of corridors and rights-of way for the movement of
people and goods, and associated transportation facilities including transit stops
and stations, cycle lanes, bus lanes, high occupancy vehicle lanes, rail facilities,
park’n’ride lots, service centres, rest stops, vehicle inspection stations,
intermodal terminals, harbours, and associated facilities such as storage and
maintenance.
Universally accessible designs:
means the design of environments to be usable by all people, to the greatest
extent possible, without the need for adaptation or specialized design.
Vulnerable:
means surface and groundwater that can be easily changed or impacted by
activities or events, either by virtue of their vicinity to such activities or events or
by permissive pathways between such activities and the surface and/or
groundwater.
Waste management system:
means sites and facilities to accommodate solid waste from one or more
municipalities and includes landfill sites, recycling facilities, transfer stations,
processing sites and hazardous waste depots.
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Watershed:
means an area that is drained by a river and its tributaries.
Wave uprush:
means the rush of water up onto a shoreline or structure following the breaking of
a wave; the limit of wave uprush is the point of furthest landward rush of water
onto the shoreline.
Wayside pits and quarries:
means a temporary pit or quarry opened and used by or for a public authority
solely for the purpose of a particular project or contract of road construction and
not located on the road right-of-way.
Wetlands:
means lands that are seasonally or permanently covered by shallow water, as
well as lands where the water table is close to or at the surface. In either case
the presence of abundant water has caused the formation of hydric soils and has
favoured the dominance of either hydrophytic plants or water tolerant plants. The
four major types of wetlands are swamps, marshes, bogs and fens.
Periodically soaked or wet lands being used for agricultural purposes which no
longer exhibit wetland characteristics are not considered to be wetlands for the
purposes of this definition.
Wildlife habitat:
means areas where plants, animals and other organisms live, and find adequate
amounts of food, water, shelter and space needed to sustain their populations.
Specific wildlife habitats of concern may include areas where species
concentrate at a vulnerable point in their annual or life cycle; and areas which are
important to migratory or non-migratory species.
Woodlands:
means treed areas that provide environmental and economic benefits to both the
private landowner and the general public, such as erosion prevention,
hydrological and nutrient cycling, provision of clean air and the long-term storage
of carbon, provision of wildlife habitat, outdoor recreational opportunities, and the
sustainable harvest of a wide range of woodland products. Woodlands include
treed areas, woodlots or forested areas and vary in their level of significance at
the local, regional and provincial levels.

